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PeriodforRepiy ^JQJL^ 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE MONTH(S) FROM THE MAILING DATE 

OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed after SIX (6) MONTHS 

- 1 NO S or rep^ is specified above, such period shall, by default, expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of th.s ««««« . 
.VSZ^JtL the set or extended period for repty will, by statute, cause the application to became ABANDONED (35 U.^ 



Status _y j 

^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on — ® ^ ' 



□ This action is FINAL. 

□ Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is closed in 
accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 CD. 1 1 ; 453 O.G. 21 3. 

Disposition of Claims a _ n ^ , 

^ C|ajm(s) j JLn^d> & /" ' ' . — is/a re P endin 9 in tne application. 

«x-_ u i ____ is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

Of the above claim(s) 

^ _. . . , . is/are allowed. 

□ Cla.m(s) rn^OI 

#Claim(s) /^CS/ // is/are rejected. 

□ Claim(s)- : ■ is/are objected to. 

„, . , . . are subject to restriction or election 

n Cla.m(s)_ - requirement. 

Application Papers 

□ Seethe attached Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948. 

□ The proposed drawing correction, filed on _ is □ approved □ disapproved. 

□ The drawing(s) filed on is/are objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 (a)-(d) 

□ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 11 9(a)-(d). 

□ All QSome* □ None of the CERTIFIED copies of the priority documents have been 

□ received. 

□ received in Application No. (Series Code/Serial Number)_ 



□ received in this national stage application from the International Bureau <PCT Rule 1 7.2(a)). 
•Certified copies not received: 



Attachments) 

Information Disclosure Statement(s), PTO-1449, Paper No(s) ^Interview Summary, PTO-41 3 

^Notice of Reference(s) Cited, PTO-892 □ Notice of Informal Patent Application, PTO-152 

□ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948 □ Other . 
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PTO-326 (Rev. 9-97) " " 
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Page 2 

Application/Control Number: 09/359,809 
Art Unit : 1714 

DETAILED ACTION 

27, 2001, applicants representative was Worked .hat .he restriction requirement made in Paper 
NO. 7 dated November 6, 2000, would be withdrawn and an office action on the merits will 

follow immediately. 

Applicant is required to update the status of the parent application mentioned on page 1 of 

the instant application. 

(Mm 62 is objected to because of the following informalities: fn line 3 , the comma "," 
sh0 uldbe deleted after "hydrocarbon" to be consistent with page 28, lines 11-12 and the original 
claims of record . Appropriate correction is required. 

The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12". 

fl. specfcuion shali contain a written d-ri,*. of *e — ^f * = « ^ 

carrying out his invention. 

data 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, as based on a disclosure which is 
not enabhng. The step for"prior to or after exposing the superabsorbent polymer, SAP.to water 
or high humidity environment, 80% R.H., in the form of a powder, flakes or granules, and mixing 
the lubricant ,n a conventional mixer wherein the said lubricant is entrappedby or is takenup by 
the SAP that has been swollen with water or in high humidity" is critical or essentia, to the 
practice of the invention, bu, not included in the claim(s) is no, enabled by the disclosure. See /„ 
reMayhw, 527 F.2d 1229, 188 USPQ 356 (CCPA 1976). 
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The disclosure^ 

■A red essential by the applicant, not reflected in the claims which 
process steps features were considered essential by PP 

are rejected 

.^^SAP^has^swoUen-wateroHnHghhu^c^oressenUaUothe 

reMayhe*, 527 F.2d 1229, 188 USPQ 356 (CCPA 1976). 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U S C. 112: 

the invention. 

Oa^is indefinite for the con^^^^^ 
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pro pe r depe„de n c y of d a imS 63 > 64a„d65(an d d e pe„de„,c.a im 66). 

P . • t „. in line6 There is insufficient antecedent 

CUm 63 recites the limitation "Mcfon.s water ,nune6. 

basis for this limitation in the claim. 

c*«^--«--■«--'■---•-- ,l, " rf " 4,,- • 

Tnereisinsufficientantecedentbasisforthishmitationintheclaim. 
water" in line 2 

ThereismsufficientantecedentbasisfortMslimitationintheclaim. 

ue «fisUSC 102 that form the 
The followingisaquotation of the appropriate paraphs of35U.S.C. 

basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

. , h^susC 102(b) as being anticipated by Hopkins, Jr. et al 
Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.ivL,. ; 

5,362,788 combined withTheMerck Index and Admitted Prior Art. 
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w e ightim li C1 u,d,no«eExa mP le.,o,a im sl-3,abs t raot,a„dco 1 un m l,.,ne29,o 

superabsorbent polymers are those of Brannon-Peppas, no£e the paragraph bridging pages 

weight , nW ater.Patenteea,so t eaches — —n .perabsorent powers tha are 

Hop^eo.b.edwiththetea^softheMereUnd.andthe—dPHorArt. 
Cairn. 57 63,69and 7 0 are rejected under 35 US.C ,0 2 (b) as being dear, 
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combined with Brannon-Peppas anticipates the claimed composition and process of making when 

— — — 

— reduces&ictio ; 35USC MBW ^ fc -*—- *— 

The following is a quotation of 35 USX, 1U3 W 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

manner in which the invention was made. rtatMltah le 

Cairns, 57 6 3. 6 4,and 6 9, 1 arere i ectedunder3 5 US.C.103(a)asbe,„ g u» P a,en* 
overSayadet ,;;3M 25 eomb m edwi,hadn,„edpnori„ V iewo f „op^, 5 ,3^et, 

and Geursen et al W093/182,263 and its US counterpart US5,534,304. 
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saltsthere o fa na — — — 

Tables I-ffl column 4, line 59-end and claims 1-13. 

thatabsorbsgreat en h a nl 00 tta e S , W e ig ^ W a t e r s.„.e W oH h eaa n ,«e d p ri o r a rt a„a 

Hopkins, Jr., et al. 

^o*«-^^-- , «*- ta,,,, * 4 ' ,,,M 

; 6 „ 0 ,.^-^«--^• mB,,,, ^^ 

„ ■ ,,r Patentee Levy '251 further teaches composite and process for 
100 times its we.ght in water. Patentee Levy 
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♦ a,6 line5-endandprovidefortheinclusionoflubncantsand 
superabsorbent polymers, note page 6, line 5 end P 

♦ . 7 line 6 to page 8, lines 1-17 and page 16, line 25 to 
other conventional additives, note page 7, line 6 to , pag 

page 17, line 1-12. 

absorb greater than 100 times it weight in water. 

• a ,w^TTSC 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Claims 58-62 and 65-68 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. W 

and 69-71 are above, and further in view of Schey and Booser. 
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, , — » -« — 

. , , • «v soecific inorganic solid lubricant of claun 59 (clam 
option* a lubricative additve (dam. 59), specfic morg 

60)noteScheyforsa , dt eac ttngS ,pases W 9,M-,9, 4 33, 4 93, 500, 50 1;S o l ido rg a ra c 

^^^^^^^^^^ 

p h o S pb a ,e S o f c,ai m s67(c,a ta 6S)„o,epa g e495 o f Scbe yf orsaidteaclun g , 

Th e secondary Scbey teacbes various we,— lubricants and fr.ct.on 

^^^^^^^^^ 

525 and 529-530. _ 

Itwou ,dbeobvious,otbe artisan wording in .be lubricant art to use tbe lubncants, 
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— '—7- 

Kerkhoven, 205 USPQ 1069. 

pounded in public poiicy (a P^-*£ W ^ ^ » ^ £5^ 
fmproper timewise extens,on of the nght to exelu^ g ^ uspQM ^lO (Fed. 

Cir . 1993) ; /„ re tow, 7 ( "^ 8 1 8 9 7 8 ' 2 f ^ 422 F.2d 438, 164 USPQ 619 (CCPA 

F.2d 937, 214 USPQ 761 (OTMM2). *>™ ■ g ^ Q M4 (CC PA 1969). 

1970);and, Zi> re 7to-mgto», 418 F.2d 528 163 UMV v u2 , (c) may be used to 

provided the conflicting applicat on or patent 

application. See 37 OR1. W or agent of record may sign a termtn^ 

C,aims 5 7-7,are provisionally rejected under the judicially created doctrine of 

^'"^ 

^C^-^*"^--^""* fl . t . 

^sisap— ohviousness-tvpedouhlepatentinsrejectionhecausethe — 

claims have not in fact been patented. 
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nature as claimed by Applicants. 



nation sboutdbedirectedtoMargaretB.Med.ey a, 

tekphoneuumber (703) 308-2518. 



Any inquiry cuncemiug this communication 



M.B. Medley/dh 
May 30, 2001 
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